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STUDY BACKGROUND

Bordentown is a compact city located in northern 
Burlington County, between Routes 130/206 and 
the Delaware River.  Bordentown has maintained its 
older residential neighborhoods, and taken advantage 
of its historic assets, as well as its proximity to major 
statewide corridors, including Routes 130 and 206, 
Interstate 295, and the New Jersey Turnpike.  One 
unique aspect of Bordentown’s location is the lack 
of through traf• c within the city, as it is located 
off of major statewide through-routes.  Therefore 
traf• c volumes within Bordentown are fairly low 
in comparison to similar communities within 
Burlington County.  The city is currently in the 

middle of a redevelopment plan, and seeks to improve the circulation of non-motorized traf• c not only throughout 
Bordentown, but to connections bordering Bordentown as well.  

In order to improve the bicycle and pedestrian conditions within Bordentown, the city, with assistance from the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT), is assessing bicycle and pedestrian conditions throughout the 
city.  Along with the inventory of existing conditions, improvements are being identi• ed that will help create an 
accommodating environment for non-motorized traf• c throughout Bordentown.

INTRODUCTION

The City of Bordentown has undertaken the development of a 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation Plan.  The purpose of the 
plan is to promote bicycle and pedestrian circulation within 
Bordentown that accommodates access within the city, and 
provides connections to trails and facilities that connect to and 
pass through Bordentown.  This technical memorandum describes 
the results of the pedestrian facility inventory and assessment 
performed as part of this effort.  It outlines the initial • ndings 
and recommends actions to improve pedestrian circulation, and 
connectivity to adjacent facilities.  The bicycle facility inventory, 
as well as prioritized recommendations will be discussed as part 

of a later task, and will be coordinated with speci• c needs and connections to proposed bicycle trails.

The assessment and recommendations outlined within this technical memorandum are based upon • eld inventories, 
along with input from a locally represented Steering Committee, and input from community members via a widely 
distributed bicycle and pedestrian circulation survey.  During the pedestrian facility inventory, the following factors 
were analyzed:

1 - Sidewalk Condition, Character, and Material 5 - Presence of Street Furniture
2 - Sidewalk Connectivity 6 - Traf• c Volumes / Motorist Behavior
3 - Crosswalk Placement and Design 7 - Other Notable Observations
4 - Curb Ramp Installation

METHODOLOGY

Farnsworth Avenue at Crosswicks Street

Farnsworth Avenue - Downtown Bordentown
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OVERALL PEDESTRIAN CONDITIONS

An analysis of overall pedestrian conditions was performed to identify de• ciencies such as gaps in the existing 
sidewalk network and further, and inventory was made of pedestrian accommodations at intersections, including 
curb ramps, and crosswalks.  Conditions were further analyzed with respect to the proximity of pedestrian 
accommodations to pedestrian generators, including schools, the Bordentown RiverLINE station, and Bordentown’s 
central business district.

A major deterrent to pedestrian activity in the area is aggressive motorist behavior, which is especially prevalent at 
the • ve points leading into Bordentown:
 -  Park Street
 -  Elizabeth Street
 -  Crosswicks Street
 -  Farnsworth Avenue
 -  Burlington Street
The most common complaints of those that responded to the bicycle and pedestrian questionnaire were the high 
speed of traf• c, as well as motorists failing to yield pedestrians the right-of-way in designated crosswalks, as 
state law requires.  Also, several residents complained that motorists park vehicles too close to intersections, often 
blocking crosswalks and/or curb ramps.

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

The CBD of Bordentown City is centered around two major corridors:  Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks Street.  
Additionally, the CBD includes portions of Railroad Avenue, Church Street, and West Street.  The CBD includes 
a variety of businesses, including restaurants, bookstores, coffee shops, and many service-oriented establishments.  
Many of these businesses belong to the Downtown Bordentown Association (DBA), which is a group of business-
owners within the CBD that aims to promote Bordentown as a viable place to do business.

Within the CBD, sidewalks and crosswalk facilities were generally in adequate to excellent condition.  Most sidewalk 
facilities are wider than commonly found outside of the CBD and have been more recently replaced than the rest of 
the city.  All intersections within the CBD have adequate crosswalk facilities, and only one intersection, Crosswicks 
Street and Farnsworth Avenue, lacks adequate, ADA-compliant curb ramps.

RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

An extensive sidewalk network currently exists throughout Bordentown.  The character of the existing sidewalks 
varies within neighborhoods, and sometimes changes from block to block on certain streets.  Urban sidewalks 
are wider sidewalks most commonly found in the CBD, with on-street parking, businesses abutting the sidewalk 

First, an overall examination of pedestrian conditions was performed.  This included the identi• cation of major 
corridors, as well as major pedestrian activity generators.  It also included an assessment of compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act for existing pedestrian facilities in the city.  Pedestrian generators include 
downtown restaurants and destinations within the Bordentown central business district (CBD), RiverLINE station, 
schools, parks, shopping centers, and recreation areas.  Major corridors include Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks 
Street, which carry a signi• cant amount of traf• c into Bordentown from Routes 130 and 206.  Beyond those major 
corridors, several other roads serve as signi• cant thoroughfares within the city, including Park Street, Burlington 
Street, Elizabeth Street, and Prince Street.  Major corridors and destination points are summarized in the • gure on 
the following page.  A detailed inventory of street-by-street pedestrian conditions will be included as an appendix 
in the • nal report.
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without a grass buffer.  Two types of residential sidewalks 
were found within Bordentown - those with grass buffers, and 
those without.  Both types of residential sidewalks are generally 
narrower than those found within the CBD, and are intended for 
lower pedestrian volumes than those in the CBD.  Throughout 
Bordentown, sidewalk materials varied between concrete, brick, 
and slate.  Concrete is the predominant material used throughout 
most of the residential neighborhood sidewalk network.

Crosswalks were found at many unsignalized intersections 
throughout Bordentown.  Most crosswalks include a basic 
treatment of two solid parallel lines.  However, there are a few 
intersections which feature “Zebra” striping, especially those on 
higher traf• cked roadways like Burlington Street and Farnsworth 
Avenue.

ADA-Compliant curb ramps exist sporadically throughout Bordentown.  Where 
improvements have been recently made to existing sidewalks within the vicinity 
of an intersections, curb ramps have been installed.  However, there are still many 
intersections within Bordentown that lack adequate curb ramps.

Pedestrian conditions generally deteriorate the further away from the CBD one gets.  
While there were a few gaps within a quarter mile radius of the CBD, those gaps 
which were found existed in outlying areas of the city.

Three Sidewalk Types

Crosswicks Street near Hopkinson Street

Without Grass

With Grass

ADA-Compliant vs.
Non-ADA Compliant Ramps

Urban

Three Sidewalk Materials

Slate

Brick Concrete
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CROSSWICKS STREET

Crosswicks Street, desginated as CR 528, is the primary east-west corridor within Bordentown City.  Crosswicks 
Street provides access to Gilder Park and Gilder Field, as well as the Clare Estate Senior Housing.  Also, Crosswicks 
Street serves as the main access road for Bordentown city’s two schools, Clara Barton Elementary School and 
MacFarland Junior School.   Crosswicks Street also has some commercial uses in the vicinity of the CBD as well.  
There are some residential properties on Crosswicks Street as well, predominantly on the eastbound side of the 
roadway.  The speed limit on Crosswicks Street is 25 MPH within the city.  Crosswicks Street is similar in design 
to Farnsworth Avenue, with two 12 foot travel lanes, plus 6 feet in each direction for on-street parking.  On-street 
parking is allowed throughout the city on Crosswicks Street, with some areas of limited parking, particularly in the 
vicinity of the schools.

Farnsworth Avenue serves as Bordentown City’s “Main 
Street,” and is designated as County Route (CR) 662.  
Between Park Street and Burlington Street, Farnsworth 
Avenue features many different commercial uses, including 
restaurants, small shops, of• ces, and other service-based 
businesses.  Outside of the CBD, Farnsworth Avenue 
is similar to other streets found in Bordentown, with 
primarily  dense single-family residential uses.  The speed 
limit on Farnsworth Avenue is 25 MPH throughout the city.  
Throughout the city, Farnsworth Avenue consists of two 12 
-foot travel lanes, plus 6 feet in each direction for on-street 
parking.  On-street parking is allowed throughout the city 
along Farnsworth Avenue, with minimal exceptions outside 
of the CBD.  The narrow cross-section of Farnsworth Avenue 

within the CBD tends to calm traf• c through the center of Bordentown.  Aside from the many points of interest 
located within the CBD, Farnsworth Avenue also provides access to the Shopping Center located on Route 130, 
south of Bordentown, as well as the Bordentown Yacht Club, located at the northern end of Farnsworth Avenue.  

Most sidewalks within the CBD along Farnsworth Avenue are in good to fair condition.  Within the CBD, sidewalks 
along Farnsworth are between 5 and 10 feet wide, and are generally made of concrete, though there are areas of 
brick and slate sidewalks as well.  Those sidewalks outside of the CBD are generally between 4 and 6 feet wide, and 
are generally made of concrete.  

While there were no de• ciencies noted in the condition of sidewalks on Farnsworth Avenue, several intersections 
lacked adequate curb ramps, and/or lacked suf• cient crosswalk facilities.  The intersections of Farnsworth Avenue 
at Chestnut Street, Union Street, Burlington Street, Crosswicks Street, and Miles Avenue all lack ADA-compliant 
curb cuts.  Crosswalk de• ciencies were noted at the intersections of Farnsworth Avenue and Chestnut Street, Miles 
Avenue, Park Street, and Courtland Street.

Farnsworth Avenue at Chestnut Street

MAJOR CORRIDOR CONDITIONS

Two major corridors were identi• ed as key roadways for pedestrian circulation within Bordentown.  Farnsworth 
Avenue is the major north-south corridor which is Bordentown’s Main Street, and is the center of Bordentown’s 
CBD.  Crosswicks Street serves as the major east-west corridor within Bordentown, and is the major access point for 
traf• c coming from Routes 130 and 206.  The pedestrian conditions of each corridor are detailed further below.

FARNSWORTH AVENUE
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Outside of the CBD, several de• ciencies to the existing pedestrian conditions were noted.  The de• ciencies were 
spread throughout the city, and no signi• cant patterns were noted within speci• c areas of the city.  Those areas, 
as well as areas of de• ciencies noted near speci• c pedestrian attractions, are noted below.  All of the streets listed 
below, unless otherwise noted, are two-way streets with 12 foot travel lanes in each direction, plus 6 feet for on-
street parking on both sides of the street, and a speed limit of 25 MPH.

OTHER PEDESTRIAN DEFICIENCIES

UNION STREET

Union Street is a residential street that travels east-west within the southern portion of the City of Bordentown.  A 
major complaint of survey respondents was that speeding was a problem on Union Street, largely due to the lack of 
any traf• c or speed control devices on the street.  At several areas along Union Street, the sidewalks exhibited poor 
conditions, including cracking, uneven, and broken concrete.  Both sides of Union Street between Leyden Avenue 
and Crosswicks Street showed many portions of cracking and uneven concrete.  This area is used as a primary 
pedestrian accessway for those going to Gilder Park from the southern portion of the city.  Two other areas along 
Union Street exhibited poor sidewalk conditions - Prince Street to Farnsworth Avenue, as well as the southern 
side of Union Street between Farnsworth Avenue and Carpenter Street.  Both of these areas serve as feeders to 
Farnsworth Avenue, which is the direct link to Bordentown’s CBD.  One signi• cant sidewalk gap was noted on 

Most sidewalks within the vicinity of the CBD along 
Crosswicks Street are in good to fair condition.  
Within the CBD, sidewalks along Crosswicks Street 
generally measure between 5 and 10 feet.  Beyond 
the CBD, sidewalks are generally 5 feet wide, with 
the exception of those in the vicinity of the schools, 
where sidewalks extend to between 6 and 14 feet 
wide.  The sidewalks on Crosswicks Street vary 
between concrete and brick, with a few areas of slate 
within the CBD.

One area of sidewalk de• ciencies was noted on 
Crosswicks Street, between Spring Street and Lafayette Street/Burlington Street.  This area showed large areas of 
uneven and heaving concrete.  Other small areas along Crosswicks Street showed minor cracking and heaving as 
well.

Four intersections within the vicinity of both schools lacked adequate crosswalks on Crosswicks Street.  These 
areas are of particular importance, considering the large number of city children that walk to and from both schools.  
At the intersection of Borden Avenue and Crosswicks Street, only one of the three approaches has a crosswalk, 
while the southern and western approaches lack them.  The intersection of Crosswicks Street and Hopkinson Street, 
adjacent to the Clara Barton Elementary School, lacks a crosswalk on the southern approach of Hopkinson.  The 
intersection of Crosswicks Street and Spring Street, which is the • rst to the east of the schools, has no crosswalk 
facilities at any of the three approaches.  Finally, at the offset intersection of Crosswicks Street and Lafayette Street/
Burlington Avenue, there are no crosswalk facilities on either of the approaches on Crosswicks Street.

One other area on Crosswicks Street was noted as having de• cient crosswalk facilities.  The eastern access driveway 
to the Clare Estate Senior Housing complex, adjacent to Gilder Park, has no crosswalk within the driveway approach 

Lack of Crosswalk at Crosswicks Street and Spring Street
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PRINCE STREET

BURLINGTON STREET

Burlington Street parallels Union Street, and crosses 
Farnsworth Avenue at the southern end of Bordentown’s 
CBD.  It provides the only access point into Bordentown 
from the south.  While it is primarily a residential street, 
the Clara Barton Elementary School backs up to Burlington 
Street, and the Bordentown School Playgrounds are across 
Burlington Street from Clara Barton.  The sidewalk condition 
on Burlington Street within the vicinity of the school and 
playgrounds is generally fair.  However, the blocks of 
Burlington Street approaching Farnsworth Avenue from 
both the east and west showed some minor cracking and 
even portions of concrete.

While there were no crosswalk de• ciencies noted on Burlington Street, three intersections, at Willow Street, Prince 
Street, and Farnsworth Avenue, were noted as lacking ADA-compliant curb cuts.

In late December, 2005, a pedestrian was struck and killed on Burlington Street in the vicinity of the I-295 overpass.  
The accident highlights residents’ concerns of the high speeds of vehicles on this road as it feeds traf• c into and out 
of Bordentown City.

Prince Street is a residential street that travels north-south in the western 
portion of the city, one block west of Farnsworth Avenue and the CBD.  Prince 
Street provides access to several destinations on the western side of the city, 
including the Bordentown Post Of• ce, located at the corner of Prince Street 
and Walnut Street.  The RiverLINE station, as well as the Bordentown Boat 
Launch, are located one block west of Prince Street on Park Street.  There 
were many areas along Prince Street that had signi• cant sidewalk de• ciencies.  
While no gaps were noted, almost every block of Prince Street showed 
cracking, uneven portions, broken and/or missing material, and uprooting 
from trees.  There was also a lack of consistency between sidewalk materials, 
with portions of brick, slate, and concrete, often changing from block to 
block, as well as within blocks.  The northbound side of Prince Street showed 

Bordentown School Playgrounds

Poor Condition Brick
Sidewalks on Prince Street

Union Street, between Prince Street and Willow Street, along the south side of Union Street.

Several intersections along Union Street lack adequate crosswalk facilities.  Three particular intersections, at 
Carpenter Street, Reeder Street, and Leyden Avenue, are within the vicinity of the Bordentown School Playgrounds, 
as well as the Bordentown Branch Library.  Two of those intersections, at Reeder Street and Leyden Avenue, have 
no crosswalk facilities at the intersection, while the intersection with Carpenter Street lacks a crosswalk on the 
western approach of Union Street.  Two intersections on Union Street west of Farnsworth Avenue, at Prince Street 
and Willow Street, lack crosswalks on all approaches.

The • ve westernmost intersections on Union Street, at Oliver Street, Willow Street, Prince Street, Farnsworth 
Avenue, and Carpenter Street, all lack ADA-compliant curb ramps.



BORDENTOWN CITY BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION STUDY

Technical Memorandum - Pedestrian Conditions 

7

PARK STREET

Park Street, designated as Burlington County Route 662, 
is the primary access point into Bordentown from the 
north.  Within the vicinity of downtown Bordentown, it is 
primarily residential, including some multi-unit housing.  
East of downtown Bordentown, the primary uses on Park 
Street are the Ocean Spray bottling plant and the Divine 
Word Missionaries Seminary.  Second Street Park is located 
just north of Park Street on Second Street, and Park Street 
is also the only access point to the RiverLINE station and 
Public Boat Launch.  Park Street has been noted as having 
a problem of high-speed traf• c, especially as traf• c enters 
downtown Bordentown, near the intersection with Third 
Street.  The speed limit on Park Street is 40 MPH between 
US Route 206 and Third Street, 30 MPH between Third 
Street and the RiverLINE station.  The intersection of Park 
Street and Farnsworth Avenue is located at the northern 

limit of the CBD, but is confusing and lacks way• nding signage to direct traf• c destined for central Bordentown 
into the CBD.

No sidewalk de• ciencies were noted eastbound along Park Street, but the westbound side of Park Street exhibited 
some cracking and uneven portions.  Three intersections on Park Street lacked adequate crosswalk facilities.  The 
intersection of Park Street and Prince Street, adjacent to the Bordentown RiverLINE station, lacks crosswalk 
facilities on all four approaches.  The intersection of Park Street and Farnsworth Avenue, located at the northern 
point of the CBD, has a crosswalk on the northern approach of Farnsworth, but lacks crosswalks on the other three 
approaches.  Finally, the western intersection of Third Street and Park Street lacks a crosswalk on the approach 
of Third Street, adjacent to two multi-unit housing complexes.  Every intersection along Park Street had adequate 
ADA-compliant curb ramps. 

Park Street at Prince Street

Poor Sidewalks on Prince Street

signi• cant condition problems along every block of Prince 
Street, with the exception of Union Street to Burlington Street, 
and Railroad Avenue to Park Street.  Traveling southbound, 
the most signi• cant problems on Prince Street exist between 
Courtland Street and Park Street, Church Street and Walnut 
Street, and Burlington Street to Chestnut Street.  All of these 
de• cient areas commonly had problems with older brick and 
slate sidewalks, while the concrete sidewalks generally were 
in fair or good condition.

With the exception of the intersection of Prince Street and 
Burlington Street, all intersections along Prince Street lacked 
adequate crosswalk facilities.  This includes the intersection 
of Prince Street and Walnut Street, adjacent to the Bordentown Post Of• ce.  Four intersections along Prince Street, 
including the three southernmost, at Chestnut Street, Union Street, and Burlington Street, as well as the intersection 
at Prince Street and Railroad Avenue, lack ADA-compliant curb cuts.
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SECOND STREET

ELIZABETH STREET

Second Street is a primarily residential street that 
extends from Crosswicks Street north to the Crosswicks 
Creek.  Hilltop Park and Second Street Park are both 
major destinations located on Second Street.  Several 
sidewalk de• ciencies were noted north of Railroad 
Avenue.  These three blocks exhibited cracking, 
uneven, and broken concrete.  Also, the northbound 
side of Second Street between Railroad Avenue and 
Church Street had poor concrete conditions in the 
vicinity of the rail overpass.  One intersection, at 
Church Street, which gives direct access to the CBD, 
lacked crosswalk facilities at all approaches.  That 
intersection, along with the intersection of Second 
and Mary Street, lacked ADA-compliant curb cuts.

Elizabeth Street is a primarily residential street within downtown 
Bordentown that provides access from US Route 206 southbound.  
Between Route 206 and Pine Street, there is limited residential 
development, as well as access to the Ocean Spray bottling 
plant.  Near the intersection of Elizabeth Street and Route 206 
is the Barracks Shopping Center and the Lucas Drive residential 
development.  No signi• cant sidewalk de• ciencies were noted 
on Elizabeth Street.  However, a signi• cant gap was noted in 
the sidewalk network between Pine Street and the Ocean Spray 

Cracked and Uneven Sidewalk in 
Front of Second Street Park

Sidewalk Gap on Elizabeth Street

WILLOW STREET

Willow Street is a residential street that parallels Prince Street, 
and is two blocks to the west of Farnsworth Avenue and the 
CBD.  Two gaps in the sidewalk network were noted on Willow 
Street:  The northbound side of Willow Street just north of 
Chestnut Street, and the northbound side of Willow just north 
of Union Street.  Two areas of cracking and uneven concrete 
were noted, between Walnut Street and Federal Street, as well as 
between Union Street and Chestnut Street.  Several intersections 
along Willow Street lacked adequate crosswalks along across all 
approaches.  The intersection of Willow and Union Street lacks 
crosswalks on all approaches.  Intersections at Walnut Street and 
Federal Street both lacked crosswalks across the cross streets.  
Finally, the intersection of Willow and Chestnut Street lacks a 
crosswalk on the northern approach of Willow Street.

Three intersections along Willow Street, at Federal Street, 
Burlington Street, and Union Street, lacked ADA-compliant curb 
cuts.Sidewalk Gap on Willow Street
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OTHER SIDEWALK DEFICIENCIES

Several other areas within Bordentown showed poor sidewalk conditions.  Two areas within the vicinity of 
Bordentown’s two schools, on Borden Street between West Street and Crosswicks Street, and on West Street between 
Borden Street and Hopkinson Street, were noted as having poor concrete.  These are areas of particular importance 
considering the amount of children that use them to access the schools.  

Spring Street, between Elizabeth Street and Ann Street, 
showed areas of signi• cant cracking and uneven 
concrete on the southbound side.

Oliver Street, between Federal Street and Burlington 
Street showed areas of cracking, heaving, and uneven 
concrete on both sides of the street.

Several other gaps were noted within the city as well.  
No sidewalks were present at the southwestern corner 
of the city, on Oliver Street and Chestnut Street.  A 
similar lack of sidewalks was noted at the northeastern 
corner of the city, on Bank Street between Second Street 
and Third Street, and Third Street northbound, between 
Park Street and Bank Street.  A large gap was also noted 
on the southern side of Chestnut Street between Reeder 
Avenue and the Chestnut Street Apartment Complex.

Poor Sidewalk Connectivity at 
Intersection of Elizabeth and Pine Streets

LAFAYETTE STREET

Lafayette Street is a short residential street that runs north-south between 
Crosswicks Street and Mary Street.  Its location is important because it 
provides access to the Ocean Spray Little League Field, as well as providing 
a major access point to the Clare Estate Senior Housing complex.  There 
were no de• ciencies noted in the condition of the sidewalks on Lafayette, 
but several gaps were noted.  Traveling northbound, gaps were noted along 
Lafayette Street between the Claire Estates and Elizabeth Street, as well as a 
short midblock section between Elizabeth Street and Mary Street approaching 
the Ocean Spray Little League Field.  Traveling southbound, gaps were noted 
between Mary Street and Elizabeth Street, as well as between the Claire 
Estates and Crosswicks Street.  With the exception of a crosswalk on the 
northern approach of Lafayette Street at Crosswicks Street, no crosswalks are 
located at any intersection on Lafayette Street.  Similarly, the intersections 
along Lafayette Street at Mary Street, Elizabeth Street and Vernon Street all 
lack ADA-compliant curb cuts.

Sidewalk Gap on Lafayette Street

bottling plant.  Two intersections on Elizabeth Street, at Pine Street and Lafayette Street, lacked crosswalks on all 
four approaches.  Both of those intersections, as well as the intersection of Elizabeth Street and Spring Street lacked 
ADA-compliant curb cuts.
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CROSSWALK STRIPING

Striped crosswalks should be provided at all 
intersections within Bordentown that have a 
measurable pedestrian usage.  Bordentown’s 
size and compact development patterns have 
created a substantial pedestrian network.  
However, many intersections, including those 
near pedestrian destinations, often lacked 
appropriate crosswalk striping.  For lower-
travelled areas more than one-quarter mile 
from central Bordentown, basic crosswalks, 

such as those shown to the lower left, would be appropriate.  For higher traf• cked areas, especially those near the 
schools, crosswalks should incorporate zebra-striping (as shown upper left), or a similar high-visibility striping 
design to maximize crosswalk visibility.  Also, since Bordentown has a high number of non-signalized intersections, 
yield-to-pedestrian crossing signage should be provided at crosswalks near pedestrian destinations, or on roadways 
with high volumes of vehicular traf• c.

ADA-C OMPLIANT CURB 
RAMP DESIGN

ADA-compliant curb ramps were provided sporadically 
throughout the city.  Where sidewalk facilities at an 
intersection had been recently replaced, ADA-compliant 
curb ramps were installed.  However, many intersections 
near major destinations, as well as several within the CBD, 
lacked appropriate curbs cuts.  While ramps were generally 
in place throughout the city, many older curb ramps lacked 
both the texture and visually detectable warnings required by 
the ADA.  Section 4.29.2 of the ADA states that “detectable 

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

CITY-WIDE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS

A series of recommended improvements have been developed based upon the pedestrian inventory.  Improvements 
are broken into two categories:  City-wide improvements, and destination-speci• c improvements.  Potential traf• c 
calming concepts have also been identi• ed for higher priority areas within the city.  

There are several types of improvements which are appropriate in scope to be implemented throughout Bordentown, 
detailed below.

OTHER CROSSWALK DEFICIENCIES

There are two areas with a crosswalk de• ciency not previously noted above.  The intersection of West Street and 
Borden Street, located near both of Bordentown’s schools, lacks a crosswalk on the eastern approach of West Street.  
The intersection of Spring Street and Ann Street, located near the Ocean Spray Little League Field lacks crosswalks 
on all approaches.

Zebra Crosswalk Striping   vs.   Basic Crosswalk Striping

Newly Installed ADA-Compliant 
Ramp in Bordentown
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DESTINATION-SPECIFIC IMPROVEMENTS

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE

The City of Bordentown’s compact grid design makes it a very 
enjoyable place to walk.  Unfortunately, there is no signage 
to direct pedestrian traf• c into the CBD, as well to major 
destinations, including the RiverLINE Station and Gilder Park.  
This is especially prevalent for visitors entering Bordentown 
from Park Street as they approach Second Street and Farnsworth 
Avenue.  While signs exist directing traf• c to the RiverLINE 
station, no signs exist to direct traf• c onto Farnsworth Avenue 
into the CBD.  Eilzabeth Street also does not lead directly into 
the CBD, and traf• c should be directed onto Crosswicks Street 
via Second Street to access the CBD.  

Several destinations within Bordentown can be improved 
by making the pedestrian environment surrounding them 
more inviting to those walking to and from them.  Speci• c 
destinations that fall into this category are both the 
MacFarland Junior School and Clara Barton Elementary 
School, the RiverLINE station, and the Ocean Spray 
Little League Field. 

The RiverLINE station is a major destination for those 
visiting Bordentown.  However, the station is dif• cult to 
reach on foot because of a signi• cant lack of crosswalks 
leading into the parking lot and station area.  While Prince 
Street is not a high-traf• c throroughfare, with the high amount of pedestrian traf• c using the RiverLINE station, 
a major effort to improve crossings on Prince Street, particularly at Park Street and Railroad Avenue, should be 
made.

Improvements made to the area around Bordentown’s two 
schools are important as well.  Bordentown City does not bus 
students to and from its two schools, therefore sidewalks and 
crosswalks should be improved in de• cient areas around the 
schools, as detailed street-by-street above.  Speci• cally, areas 
along Crosswicks Street, Hopkinson Street, Burlington Street, 
and Spring Street, that have been identi• ed as de• c ient, should 
be made a priority due to the large number of children using 
these areas on a daily basis.

The Ocean Spray Little League Field is located off of Spring 

Way• nding Signage Example

Bordentown RiverLINE Station

warnings shall consist of raised truncated domes ...and shall contrast visually with adjoining surfaces, either light-
on-dark, or dark-on-light.”   These design features should be implemented at intersections with high amounts of 
pedestrian traf• c, with highest priority going to those intersections near the schools, the RiverLINE station, Clare 
Estate Senior Housing complex, and the CBD.
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Clara Barton Elementary School
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CURB EXTENSIONS

TEXTURED PAVEMENT

Curb extensions reduce the roadway width from curb to curb to encourage 
lower speeds, shorten pedestrian crossing distances, and tighten curb 
radii at intersections, reducing the speeds of turning vehicles. Curb 
extensions typically replace parking spaces, which can improve visibility 
at intersections.  A commonly observed problem in Bordentown was that 
on-street parking was commonly allowed very close to intersections, as 
well as crosswalks.  The American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Of• cials (AASHTO) Policy on Geometric Design of 
Highways and Streets recommends that on-street parking be prohibited 
at least 20 feet from an intersection or crosswalk.  However, at many 
intersections in Bordentown, parking is allowed directly up to both 
intersections and crosswalks, creating an unsafe condition for pedestrians, 
as well as vehicular cross-traf• c.

Textured pavement is used to create an uneven surface for vehicles to traverse, normally of a contrasting color, to 
alert motorists to slow down.  A major advantage to using textured pavements are the aesthetic qualities associ-
ated with the treatment.  However, textured pavement can be expensive, depending on the type of material used, 

and in some cases can make pedestrian crossings more 
dif• cult for the mobility-limited.  Bicycle traf• c can also 
be negatively impacted by some textured treatments.

TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES

The pedestrian conditions around several areas in Bordentown can be improved by using varying traf• c calming 
measures found throughout New Jersey.  Several different types of traf• c calming treatments, if applied properly, 
would improve pedestrian conditions, while also slowing vehicular traf• c travelling through Bordentown.  Each 
type of treatment is discussed below, and speci• c areas where each treatment could be applied are discussed as well.  
The speci• c traf• c calming concepts are preliminary.  Please refer to the third technical memorandum for revised 
concepts.

Curb Extensions in
South Orange, NJ

Street in the northern area of the densely developed part of Bordentown.  Its location and lack of way• nding signage 
makes it dif• cult to locate for both pedestrians and vehicular traf• c.  Improvements should be made at intersections 
near the • eld, including at Ann Street and Spring Street, Spring Street and Mary Street, and Mary Street and 
Lafayette Street.  Further, way• nding signage from Second Street, Elizabeth Street, and Crosswicks Street should 
be provided to direct visitors to that area.

Center island medians are raised islands, sometimes 
landscaped, that are located in the centerline of the street to 
narrow travel lanes and help reduce travel speeds. They can 
also act as effective gateways to residential neighborhoods.  
If the narrowing provides a gap for a crosswalk, the center 
island narrowing can act as a pedestrian refuge on wide 
and/or high volume roads.   In Bordentown, the • ve entry 
points into the city have been identi• ed as areas that would Center Island Median in Princeton, NJ

CENTER ISLAND MEDIANS
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FARNSWORTH AVENUE
CROSSWICKS STREET

The intersection of Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks Street is in the center of Bordentown’s CBD.  It is an offset 
intersection with Walnut Street from the west.  It is a dif• cult intersection to traverse both as a pedestrian, as well 
as for vehicular traf• c.  The intersection has 5 painted crosswalks, as well as a center island median on the eastern 
approach of Crosswicks Street.  A major problem of this intersection is that on-street parking is allowed in close 
proximity to the intersection, which creates a sight distance problem for pedestrians crossing Farnsworth Avenue, 
as well as for traf• c on Crosswicks Street and Walnut Street, which are stop-controlled approaches.  Pedestrian 
crossing signage is provided for the crosswalks on Farnsworth Avenue, but they are placed directly at the crosswalk, 
and are visually obscured by overhanging trees.  Also, while the • ve crosswalks are zebra-striped for increased 
visibility, they are very faded, and dif• cult to see approaching the intersection.

Several traf• c calming measures can be applied to the intersection of Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks Street to 
improve the pedestrian and aesthetic conditions in the center of Bordentown.  First, curb extensions are proposed 
on all four corners, to narrow the roadway, reduce speeds within the CBD, reduce the crossing width of each of the 
crosswalks, as well as create no-parking zones within the vicinity of the intersection.

The existing monument and island within the eastern approach of Crosswicks Street acts as a pedestrian refuge, 
and also forces traf• c turning onto Crosswicks Street from Farnsworth Avenue to do so at a reduced speed.  The 
existing island should be expanded to include the crosswalk, which could increase the safety of the pedestrian 

Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks Street 
Traf• c Calming Concept

be appropriate for this treatment.  The aesthetic nature of the treatment, along with lower traf• c speeds as vehicles 
enter the densely developed part of Bordentown, would provide a signi• cant bene• t to the overall pedestrian 
environment of the city.
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CROSSWICKS STREET
AT BORDENTOWN SCHOOLS

Currently, there is a mid-block crosswalk on Crosswicks 
Street between the Clara Barton Elementary School, and 
MacFarland Junior School.  While parking is limited in 
front of the schools, and prohibited in the vicinity of 
the crosswalk, it is recommended that curb extensions, 
as well as a textured surface are used for the crosswalk 
to increase visibility and slow vehicular traf• c at the 
crossing.

Crosswicks Street Crosswalk at Schools
Traf• c Calming Concept

refuge, as well as aiding in further slowing traf• c turning 
onto Crosswicks Street.

To further increase the visibility of the proposed 
crosswalks, a textured surface is recommended for each 
of the crosswalks to reinforce the need for vehicular traf• c 
to slow down.

Other recommendations for the intersection include 
the removal of the diagonal crosswalk between the 
northwestern corner and southeastern corners of the 
intersection, as well as the placement of pedestrian 
crossing signs set back from the proposed crosswalks.  The 

diagonal crosswalk forces pedestrians to traverse through the middle of the intersection, which is not recommended 
due to safety and visibility concerns.

Traf• c impacts would be minimal, as the actual travelway width of the Farnsworth Avenue would not be impacted.  
Travel speeds would be decreased, but not to the point of negatively impacting traf• c • ow within the CBD.  
Other traf• c calming options that were explored included a possible traf• c circle, which was determined to be 
inappropriate for the area due to geometry issues caused by the offset intersection, as well as the buildings on each 
of the corners.

Crosswicks Street at Farnsworth Avenue
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Crosswicks Street and Union Street Intersection
Traf• c Calming Concept

Burlington Street and Prince Street Intersection
Traf• c Calming Concept

CROSSWICKS STREET
UNION STREET

The intersection at Crosswicks Street and Union Street also includes a driveway to Gilder Park and the Carslake 
Community Center.  This area has a high amount of pedestrian traf• c generated by Gilder Field and the Community 
Center, as well as the Clare Estate Senior Housing complex.  This intersection also serves as a possible gateway into 
Bordentown from Routes 130 and 206.  It is recommended that treatments similar to those used at the intersection of 

Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks Street be used.

First, curb extensions are proposed to narrow the 
existing roadway, which will slow vehicular traf• c, 
and decrease the necessary crossing distance for 
pedestrians.  To further narrow the roadway, as well 
as to provide an aesthetically effective gateway into 
Bordentown, a center island median would be used at 
both approaches of Crosswicks Street, which will also 
provide pedestrians with a refuge from traf• c.  Finally, 
a textured surface would be used for the crosswalks, 
to increase visibility and further slow traf• c coming 
from Routes 130 and 206.
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BORDENTOWN GATEWAYS

A major complaint of Bordentown residents that responded to the bicycle and pedestrian survey was that traf• c 
entering the city of Bordentown travelled at excessive speeds into densely developed areas of the city.  One major 
cause of this is the lack of physical barriers to speeding at those points.  At these points, the roadway often does 
not change, while the character of the surrounding area does.  Since Bordentown has • ve distinct entry points, 
each point offers an opportunity to inform drivers that they are entering an historic, densely populated, bicycle and 
pedestrian-friendly community.  

On Park Street, traf• c entering downtown Bordentown encounters a drastic change in character beyond the Ocean 
Spray bottling plant.  While the speed limit drops to 30 MPH, the actual roadway width does not change.  Elizabeth 
Street is similar to Park Street, but passes to the south of the Ocean Spray bottling plant.  

OTHER FARNSWORTH 
AVENUE INTERSECTIONS

Several intersections along Farnsworth Avenue both within and extending south of the CBD have been identi• ed as 
areas that would bene• t from traf• c calming.  For the intersections at Church Street, Union Street and Burlington 
street, a textured surface similar to those used at the intersection of Farnsworth Avenue and Park Street are 
recommended to visually indicate to vehicular traf• c that an intersection is ahead, as well as to encourage traf• c to 
slow as they approach and travel through an intersection.

Farnsworth Avenue and Park Street Intersection
Traf• c Calming Concept

FARNSWORTH AVENUE
PARK STREET

This intersection exists at the northern end of 
Bordentown’s CBD, and because of its proximity to the 
Bordentown RiverLINE station, has been identi• ed as 
having a problem with high speed traf• c entering and 
exiting the station.  Also, as previously discussed, this 
intersection serves as a gateway into Bordentown’s 
CBD, but there is no way• nding signage to indicate 
this.

A textured surface is recommended for this 
intersection, as an indication that you are entering the 
CBD, as well as to slow traf• c on both approaches of 
Park Street.  Way• nding signage, as discussed earlier, 
directing traf• c to the CBD is recommended as well.

BURLINGTON STREET
PRINCE STREET

Currently, the intersection of Burlington Street and Prince Street includes a very wide radius on the northwestern 
corner of the intersection, which increases the length of the pedestrian crossing on the northern approach of Prince 
Street, and the crossing on the western approach of Burlington Street.  It is recommended that the radius be decreased 
to be consistent with the other four corners at the intersection.  That will shorten the existing crossings, creating an 
improved pedestrian environment at the intersection. 
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Crosswicks Street is unique because there is a minimal gap between US 206 and the densely developed portion of 
Bordentown.  However, with the large amount of traf• c using Crosswicks Street, as well as its proximity to several 
major destinations, a gateway is appropriate to illustrate a change in roadway context.

Farnsworth Avenue, as detailed earlier, is Bordentown’s Main Street through its CBD.  Traf• c enetering Bordentown 
from US 130 often does so at excessive speeds, creating an unsafe condition for pedestrians accessing areas on 
Farnsworth Avenue in the southern portion of Bordentown.

Burlington Street approaches Bordentown from the south via the village of Fieldsboro.  As discussed earlier, due 
to the recent pedestrian death on this approach into the city, a gateway treatment, along with a secondary pavement 
treatment such as rumble strips, would be appropriate at this entrance into the city.

For each of these areas, a center-island median is recommended to serve as an aesthetic gateway into Bordentown, 
and force traf• c to slow as they enter more densely developed areas of the city.  Each median will also include 
distinctive consistent signage that will re• ect Bordentown City’s historic heritage and reinforce Bordentown’s 
urban character.


